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QUITTAPAHILLA WATERSHED ASSOCIATION 

Meeting Minutes 

Community Room, Annville Free Library, and remotely on Zoom 

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 

 

Present:  Michael Schroeder (President), Hunter Benasutti, Willy Bixler, Bob Connell, Karen 

Feather, Katie Hollen, Bill Osburn, Gary Zelinske 

The meeting opened at 7:00 PM. 

1. Minutes. The minutes of the November 18, 2025 meeting were circulated electronically 

before the meeting and approved by consensus. They are housed with all other extant 

QWA meeting minutes on the Meetings & Minutes page of our QWA website, at 

https://www.quittiecreek.org/calendar.html 

2. Monitoring Program 

A. Fieldwork updates 

1) Bill’s printed field safety cards with site addresses and information for 

monitoring volunteers to keep in their vehicles and with equipment are yet to 

be distributed. 

2) Katie reported that our December round of routine monitoring will be 

postponed until January due to inclement weather and busy schedules.  She 

will email a Doodle poll to all volunteers early in the new year. 

B. Equipment updates 

1) Solinst Sensors. Bob reported that the Solinst sensor at BM1 is not working and 

is being sent back to Solinst for repair or replacement; that the sensor at K1 

needs its battery replaced; and that the sensor at Q1 in Cleona needs an 

antenna.  After discussion, consensus was reached that we should order an 

antenna for Q1 from Solinst at a cost of $270 plus shipping.  Mike and Bob will 

work out the details of payment and shipping. 

2) ISCO auto-samplers. No updates. 

 

C. Data management 

1) Tutorial on qGIS.  Bob and Alyssa will hold an initial hands-on tutorial session 

on learning to use open-source qGIS software used to build our Water Quality 

Portal. The meeting is scheduled for Tues. Jan. 13, 2026 from 6-8 pm in the 

meeting room at Annville Free Library.  Those interested in participating 

https://www.quittiecreek.org/calendar.html
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should contact Bob.  Participants should bring a computer to the session and 

Bob will have flash drives to give out with the materials. Additional training 

sessions may be conducted virtually after the initial session. 

2) Macroinvertebrate Sampling Raw Data. No updates. 

 

3. National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Grant. 

A. Google Drive folder housing NFWF grant materials: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QB5EM-7HIh-

2Ysp4n_Hxv4j3a_pVNg1H?usp=sharing  

B. The project will be extended into January with an additional $2,000. Consensus was 

reached that additional resources should go toward a simple “report card” for the 

general public that answers the question, “How is the Quittie doing?”  Mike has 

communicated this to the consultants, who will set up a meeting in the new year. 

C. Closing meeting with presentations by all grant recipients, to be held virtually on 

December 17 starting at 12:00 pm. 

4. LCCD Watershed Action Team. The minutes of the WAT’s meeting of December 4, 2025 are 

included below in Appendix 1 to these minutes. 

 

5. Projects updates. See Appendix 1. 

 

6. Media & website updates. No report. 

 

7. Lebanon County Stormwater Consortium updates. No report. 

 

8. Education, outreach & special events. 

A. Geological Survey field trip.  On Dec. 9, QWA members Bob Connell, Katie Hollen, Bill 

Osburn, and Mike Schroeder were treated to a highly informative and helpful tour of 

the PA Geologic Survey by Al Guiseppe Geoscience Manager, at their state 

headquarters at 3240 Schoolhouse Road in Middletown.  Because Alyssa Bellucci was 

not able to join us on Dec. 9, a second field trip is scheduled for 10 am—12 pm Friday 

Jan. 23. 

B. Possible field trips to the City of Lebanon Authority’s (COLA’s) Wastewater Treatment 

Plant and the Cleona Pumping Station. No updates. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:56 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Schroeder

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QB5EM-7HIh-2Ysp4n_Hxv4j3a_pVNg1H?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QB5EM-7HIh-2Ysp4n_Hxv4j3a_pVNg1H?usp=sharing
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Appendix 1. Watershed Action Team Meeting Minutes, Dec. 4, 2025 
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Appendix 2.  Katie Hollen’s comments on consultants’ deliverables 
 

Email of Jan. 6, 2026 

 

Hey Mike, 

 

I skimmed the NFWF deliverables and have a couple comments- 

• HOA Postcard_for printer.pdf - Personally, if we have a photo where I'm not making a weird 
face, I think that would be nice 

• QWA Monitoring Program_for email.pdf (&for printer version) - The map shows unimpaired 
reaches. My guess is it shows recreational impairments. I think to be consistent with what we 
say on the brochure (which is that 100% of the stream miles are impaired), the map should 
include all impairment uses, and should thus show the whole watershed as impaired. 

o This comment applies to some of the maps in the "mapping" folder, as well 

• QWA Volunteer PDs_final draft.pdf - for data management, time commitment says "Time 
Commitment: Ranges from 12 hours/month." That is not a range. 

• General note- I recall discussion about replacing some of the stock photos with photos of Bob 
with a laptop or something. I think that is a good idea. But, if we don't have good photos, you 
can make mockups on Canva using stock photos that you can personalize. Examples- 

 

 


