
QUITTAPAHILLA WATERSHED ASSOCIATION 

Meeting Minutes 

Annville Town Hall and Remotely Via Zoom (Hybrid Meeting) 

Tuesday, April 16, 2024 

 

Present:  Michael Schroeder (President), Alyssa Bellucci, Bob Connell, Kent Crawford, Karen 

Feather, Katie Hollen (LCCD), Kara Lubold, Paul Pyle, Carl Rohr 

 

The meeting opened at 7:02 p.m.  

 

1. Minutes.  The minutes of March 19 were approved by consensus. 

 

2. Monitoring Program Updates 

 

A. Upcoming ALLARM Meeting.  Discussion was held on preparation for our 4 pm April 23 

Zoom meeting with Julie Vastine of Dickinson College's ALLARM program, as the first 

step in developing a "study design" for our monitoring program (see 

https://www.dickinson.edu/allarm -- and in particular, this collection of resources:   

https://www.dickinson.edu/info/20173/alliance_for_aquatic_resource_monitoring_all

arm/2911/volunteer_monitoring/2   Julie Vastine responded via email, in part:  “There 

is a possibility that the Chesapeake Data Explorer [https://cmc.vims.edu/#/home]  

could be a repository for your discrete data (not continuous).  I am including Isabel Ruff 

on this email, she is the ALLARM point person on the Chesapeake Monitoring 

Cooperative [https://www.chesapeakemonitoringcoop.org/].”   Thanks were extended 

to Bob for spearheading this initative and for setting up this meeting.   Invitees include 

Mike, Bob, Katie, Kent, Kara, Carl, and Gary Zelinske.    

B. Automatic sampling units.  Kara and Kent reported that transportation  has been 

arranged for transport of the sampling units from the Poconos to Lebanon County; the 

units will be stored either at LVC or temporarily in Kara’s garage.   A reminder was 

issued that they haven’t been used in at least a decade and will need to be evaluated 

and tested. 

C. HOBO Data Loggers.  Bob reported in an email of March 27 as follows:  “Just wanted 

you to know that Onset Corp (makers of our Hobo sensors) honored their warranty and 

replaced the defective logger free of charge.  The paperwork associated with that 

replacement is attached. We also had a pressure sensor (lower unit) that failed at the 

Q1 site.  That was not under warranty, so I purchased a new one (paperwork also 

attached).  It has a one-year warranty.  So the water level/temperature logger is now 

https://www.dickinson.edu/allarm
https://www.dickinson.edu/info/20173/alliance_for_aquatic_resource_monitoring_allarm/2911/volunteer_monitoring/2
https://www.dickinson.edu/info/20173/alliance_for_aquatic_resource_monitoring_allarm/2911/volunteer_monitoring/2
https://cmc.vims.edu/#/home
https://www.chesapeakemonitoringcoop.org/
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back in place at Q1.  As far as I know, we now have functional loggers at all 5 of our 

locations (USGS handles the one at Q2).”  Bob was thanked for his excellent work. 

D. Data Management & GIS Mapping.  Bob and Alyssa reported that they have been 

working on organizing the monitoring data we’ve been collecting in a way that they 

hope will facilitate its use in assessments – housed here:  

http://147.185.239.141/qwa/index.php  

E. PA-DEP Monitoring Audit.  Good news – we passed our Feb 22 audit!  The full report is 

included below in Appendix 1 to these minutes. 

F. Upcoming fieldwork.  Katie reported that she will send out a poll to determine the best 

dates for our next monitoring fieldwork, likely in early June. 

 

3. Summer 2024 Student Internship Program Update.  Mike reported the good news that we 

have received six strong applications and that our two top candidates have accepted the 

position:  Hannah Horengic (who was last year’s intern) and Ben Mitchell.  Rocky will be in 

touch with them about classroom and field training, likely to commence in late May. 

 

4. Stream Restoration Project Updates.  These project updates are summarized in the April 4 

meeting minutes of the CAP Watershed Action Team, kindly provided by LCCD District 

Manager Katie Doster and included below in Appendix 2.   

 

5. Grants Update.  After discussion with Tali MacArthur of POWR (https://pawatersheds.org/), 

the QWA was included in POWR’s grant proposal to NFWF 

(https://www.nfwf.org/programs/chesapeake-bay-stewardship-fund/chesapeake-

wild/chesapeake-watershed-investments-landscape-defense-wild-grants-2024-request-

proposals); see attached letter of support to POWR's grant application, included below in 

Appendix 3. 

 

6. Special events upcoming.  Mike and Katie reported on the following upcoming special 

events:  

A. Saturday, April 20, 9 am—12  noon, Quittie Creek Nature Park, annual Leb Co United 

Way Day of Caring (mulch spreading, invasive species removal, trash pickup, garlic 

mustard taste-a-thon -- Doc Fritchey will be serving food after 11:30ish). 

B. Friday, April 26, 3-5 pm, Arbor Day event at South Hills Park in Lebanon, sponsored by 

the Lebanon County Clean Water Alliance. 

C. Sat April 27, 10 am—12 noon:  Greater Annville "Clean Up the Streets Day," Part 2.  

Meet next to the fountain in the Annville Town Square (Rts. 422 and 934) to be divided 

into crews to pick up trash from the streets, sidewalks, alleys, parking lots, and other 

public spaces in various parts of greater Annville. Volunteers will be provided with 

http://147.185.239.141/qwa/index.php
https://pawatersheds.org/
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/chesapeake-bay-stewardship-fund/chesapeake-wild/chesapeake-watershed-investments-landscape-defense-wild-grants-2024-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/chesapeake-bay-stewardship-fund/chesapeake-wild/chesapeake-watershed-investments-landscape-defense-wild-grants-2024-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/chesapeake-bay-stewardship-fund/chesapeake-wild/chesapeake-watershed-investments-landscape-defense-wild-grants-2024-request-proposals
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safety vests, trash bags, gloves, and, if enough are available, trash-picker devices, along 

with maps of their designated trash-pickup area. Bring your own water and, if desired, 

snacks. Long pants and sturdy footwear are recommended. Organized by the 

Quittapahilla Creek Garbage Museum in partnership with the Quittapahilla Watershed 

Association, the Quittie Creek Nature Park Committee, and Lebanon Valley College. 

D. Sat June 8, 9 am—2 pm, Historic Old Annville Day.  The QWA has the same space as 

last year next to St Anthony's Coptic Church and the Nature Park space.  We need 

volunteers to staff the table.  Bob and Katie agreed to help; Katie agreed to bring the 

LCCD’s model watershed, which serves as a kind of kid-magnet at the event. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Schroeder, Secretary Pro Tem 
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Appendix 1:  Results of PA-DEP Field Audit of Monitoring Team, Feb. 22, 2024 
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Appendix 2:  Minutes of the Watershed Action Team meeting, April 4, 2024 
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Appendix 3:  Letter of Support for NFWF Grant via POWR 
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